19" Annual Brotherhood of Live Steamers Meet
From Ken Shattock

The 19th Annual Brotherhood of Live Steamers Meet was held in Oakland, CA in September 1951 at
the track of the Golden Gate Live Steamers. At that time, the GGLS track was located in Oakland's
"Redwood Regional Park". It was the ONLY 'BLS' meet ever hosted by GGLS.

One month after the BLS Meet, the story appeared in October 1951 issue of Popular Science Magazine.
I hope you enjoy it!



Outdoor Model Railroad Runs

Fantastically Intricate models burn
coal, operate on live sbeam and chug
sround Califernin hills like big ones.
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Ome that runs. That's the club’s way of keep-
ing oub the dablders aml ,h.l.ll,'Ll'”--:.l_lll
lave o work before you can play.

These rare modil ralinsaders have an-
ither adid motion—they think steam engines
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sure sboff, ready to blow bs bolers top O
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Gaodilen Gato Live Steameorns

Most ey :;'il.ﬂll[.l} afbranson Sl £ fEnck
its members in the olling hills of Oukland,
Colif,, riding pround & sprwwling elovated
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on & dymamometer but whose drawhar pull
iz eractly eight grovwn men amd b bave,

The by thing small is the scale. The

B roruiar stignice

thrills are full-size. Side mods Eash, amd the
shack splis Llack. You ean el the heat ol
the frebaox on VI face, il hear the la-
Yiou can
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pshing up close to the safety limit, and the
arcriill oubos ol I‘H'.'.Ii.l:‘r: ofl swimdng bt ander
m boad many times the engine's weight. And
all e ipne Wi L|_'|,'|: VOUr PVER rliegd B Hhe
rizing needie on the pressare gange.

Thiere dee Breakdowns, Tos

Then the beari-breaking moment when
the eroavn sheet theeatens o o dey @ml the
Bailei i% kin 1:’:IIF{'[ i E:-'l-nﬂunh; F ab dgoctor
valvie fouls ol (he waber prossure dmjps.
Bk oty ithe e bo e ehab'e fojair
yards=the basement workshop of the chil's
ariminaber, Vie Shatlock,

Shattceck, a Southem Pacific plumbing
FWPOTViseT, 2ol tler lea boe the ol when
he wais tooling loooerdtives in his basement.
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He wanted an outdoor setling, where hiz en-
girees would have light apd air aml space,
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shemn letomotives well enough to build one.

Malrawad Thimntes Tismilers

Shatteck |1.|i|_-|| Kis |‘||'-_'I1|I:.. ;|_||||_| I:||rr||_-|_| up
a hanalful whe shoaed interest. The Easthay
Regjmesl Parks Hoanl aame E]E with & sito
in ftodwesd Park just outslide downtown
Msklaed, The Sontherm Peeille NDablroad do-
ol rail thes and bridgo thnbers
for corstroction of the big ook

Thea the weark bogan, Seabd B, Candon,
present club president anid professionally o
rallecad  alvil CHSREE Bl ls
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abt 147 '\-'l-'l.'-"-:.:: '|'l'i|'|'l- rose o Bods ol ceadhad
rock, Baidge ties lecame beamz b sapport
the rock. amd light alumdnam mdls were
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That was three vears agn, Mow the club

frated disear
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Special Foar-rail imek takes three gauzes ol
Bowarpinig—2h-1nsh o §-lmwchie D R
Bood sciile: 3%-Ench guusie for %anel doale: ass
d%inck gauge tor the big onc-inchors.
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Tiny boilier tules mait e perfodiolly sopsd

clean with gen =i to keep them fom fouling.
Liser of distilled waber cuis down scale I;!I'lll,l'lﬂ

boasts 48 members and 1,331 fest of con-
tingous treck, The trestle’s 30-dnch Beight
pennits engineesrs amnd pasengers to ke
siebe-mslelle behind their t'l:lt_l,{u'.illg |.-||_I.Lillhli
an cushion-padded fatears, Four rails lakd
siche by sdde lake ooomives of thres ganges
2% inches, 3% inchos amd 4% inches.
Dowm long  steaightaways and  around

Alaminum rails are spihed dewn on efghit-inch
wond Hes Continooag 3 inch-high, 1,531 -foot-
long twestle ds musles of old eudlrond bridge ties,
tomsted by Southermn Pacific, redting o 147 picrs.
[47 merunaz sciewcy

Mot msdicls are repraductioms, bat (hia dock-

side wwitcher it on original design. It weighs
akcodal fnatead of ool
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carefully hanked corves ghide precidon: il
seale models of prototvpe boomitives—the
big compound  afieulated Mallelz. moun-
1.:i||-|:-|i|:|'|:|i||g Aikados, Pacilies, Hudsons,
andl the boanely dockside switchors

Engines Take Thowsands of Howurs

All of them run—there are no non-eperat
g ghowploces on this rallrosd—and the
all run on stean. Nennasl onng presane
iz aroundd 100 pounds, with the safety valve
sl 0o open al about 120, Bodbors, usaally
miibes of brazed coprper or weliled stecl, ans
firgt bested at 200 pourds o maore.

Mot cugines bum real ooal,  efther
-;_'.|1H|||_-.:| i i.'| |E|r_' f|||'||l nl |I'|'i|.||b-c‘f!|:':i. while
a few buarn aleohol, On most, all of tha aiTtE
are Fully operating. from tlee Johneon bar—
whibch eloes for a deam engine what o gears
sliift dboes for a car—right down i e sl
domes and the stearm-diiven water injoctors
Anedl each mopreients a spaic-Lime investmoent
of 1.06H) o 50601 hoors in the mnsi -|'l,,_||31i||5'_'
work with l.l!]llw._ clrill Ees, Teamel faliss-
and ten-thimsudth-of-an-inch tolérances.

Pridisir Fracks Test Lonoa

Inside Shartock’s basement workshop e
maore examples of e reilroaden” cralftsman
ship. An authentic veproduction of a track-
e weter ik [l 3 walting Mew York
Central "870.7 An elecirically operated tum-
tahle reverses loommotives, while @ rownsd-
hoase shelters a pair of 4-8-2 Paviboes Hanlked
by o padr of 2-5-2 Miksdos, Shart lenrths of
Eoesl demghos, sk iy arimes] e walls aof the
cellar, hold an ssortment of engines and



.F\-Il'.rl'l-\.k 1uge. Lz Ty |-ﬂ'|r Fromii amall olectsic
[METIE] that dravws alr throaeh Sack to fan Hamnes,
new lipe is golrsg, s pet cnsibin dealt.

ianmng gear in vanones skiges of amembii

But the real milmed i outdosrs, whese
papder-muache and cardboond are oo matcl
ber b natoszl scendc IJI'.I1I=:I'. Al Bt muisis

T l:Ju'I:l-‘i busement workslop. [amons old
“0e™ takes om waley [rom replice of Ffamibiar

Brady ta kit the high fran, this mighty 2-8.2
Mikaiko Tows sl s 2 Bl U pEcisane,
Flippetle and sieas RGP TR A S cEb,

like any self-mepocting rilnaad hoolld=qm-
cler its o sheams. EXT

Rawd hoor ome men rices hiz memmoatl sode?
raidronndl ke & resl roved (o PS50 et seosinh.

trackeide tnnk. Langer version of swater tank will
be built for use by membirs on outdoor track.
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