Our Secretary Rich Croll has been busy working on his 1/8” scale Great Northern Caboose
More photos and a brief article can be found in this issue.
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Membership
To qualify for membership, attend 2 monthly meetings.
At the first meeting, please introduce yourself and
obtain a membership application from Membership
chairman or Secretary. At the second meeting, return
your completed application, the yearly prorated club
dues, together with a the $25 initiation fee and you are
officially a member.

A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Museum
www.ggls.org or
www.goldengatels.org
Club Correspondence

All correspondence to the Golden Gate Live Steamers
should be sent to the secretary, Rich Croll at his email
railroc66@yahoo.com

CallBoy
Articles, pictures, photographs, items for sale or any
other information that would be of interest to the club
should be sent to Pat Young, the interim CallBoy
editor at phty95014@yahoo.com

Deadline for submittal to next month's issue is
the 19th!
Calendar of Club Sponsored Events
(Until further notice, the 2020 Calendar is no
longer valid)
07/12/20 General Monthly Meeting/Board Meeting
08/09/20 General Monthly Meeting/Board Meeting
09/13/20 General Monthly Meeting/Board Meeting
10/03/20 GGLS Fall Meet
10/04/20 GGLS Fall Meet and Open House
10/11/20 General Monthly Meeting/Board Meeting
10/24/20 PV&A & GGLS Joint Meet at PV&A
11/08/20 General Monthly Meeting/Board Meeting
12/13/20 General Monthly Meeting/Annual Meeting/
Board Meeting

Announcements

Minutes of General Meeting
No general meeting was held due to the COVID-19
sheltered-in-place.

Minutes of the Board Meeting
No Board meeting was held due to the COVID-19
sheltered-in-place.

Bits and Pieces
No Bits and Pieces was held due to the COVID-19
sheltered-in-place.
GGLS Signal Report
Submitted by John Davis

General Meeting Announcement
04/18/2020
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak and mandates from
Federal, State & County, the Golden Gate Live
Steamer facility is closed until further notice for club
meetings, gathering by members and Public Train
operations.
The shelter-in-place requirement has also shut down
the preparation & delivery of the printed CallBoy.
The online version will still be delivered and it is
encouraged that those who are reliant on the printed
version obtained a printed version of the online
Callboy from other members.
We are saddened by this state of affairs but hope to
resume when the mandates put in place by the
authorities are lifted. We hope you will bear with us
during this stressful time and June all of you be safe.

GGLS Spring Meet Canceled

Part of the normal Thursday Signal Crew routine is to
walk the track checking the signals & switches for
problems. Here are the issues found during the last
month and actions taken.

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak & the shelter-inplace mandated by the State of California, the
Golden Gate Live Steamers Board has canceled the
Spring Meet that was originally scheduled in June.
Thank you for your patience and please stay safe.

Signal bridge before switch T33 (in front of the
Shattock Barn) was showing no lights on the main

line, indicating a rail continuity fault. The common
rail beyond the switch had a bad jumper and was
repaired.
Wire nut connections in controller for T33/T05 that
were not reliable were soldered.
There was a broken tie at the T51 switch which was
the support for the switch actuator. That tie was
replaced by Richard Croll. The switch actuator linkage
was adjusted and proper switch/signal operation was
confirmed.
There were no signal lights at S9 (outer loop just
beyond the bay view and around MP28). Normally
this would indicate a faulty rail connection. After
investigation, there was a bad solder joint on the
cathode side of the green LED on S9. The solder joint
was repaired and signals confirmed.
Exercised bi-stable relay on T26 (adjacent to Dameron
Shed) for proper turn-out operation.
The inside loop switch T30 actuator was not working
properly. The actuator was removed and disassembled.
The over-center spring tension was increased,
mechanics cleaned and oiled. Actuator reinstalled and
aspect switches adjusted. Proper operation of the
switch and signals were confirmed.
There was a red occupancy signal for the outside loop
on the signal bridge before T43 (near the public
station) when there was no train in any block. A bad
jumper was found on the common rail. When the
faulty jumper was repaired, the signals worked. This
doesn't explain the red signal, so further study is being
done to find an explanation for the red signal (maybe
electrical leakage to adjacent rail blocks). But for now,
this signal is working properly.

All work not otherwise noted was done by John Davis
and Bruce Anderson.
Possible future signal projects: 1) Replace slow
actuator at T51 with new fast acting actuator. 2)
Replace slow actuator at T43 with new fast acting
actuator. 3) Add Emergency Stop signals at T05 in
front of the Shattock Barn. 4) Add Emergency Stop
signals at T44 crossover in front of the public station.
5) Add fast acting actuator to T52 with switch control
around MP24. 6) Add fast acting switch actuator to
the new switch on the inside track in front of the round
house with controls on both sides of the switch. This
is a long list, subject to change, and it will take time.
If you have comments or suggestions, send them to
John Davis, 48jrd@sbcglocal.net.

Great Northern Caboose
by Rich Croll

Here are some pictures of the Great Northern caboose I
am building. This is sort of a virtual Bits and Pieces
article.

This photograph shows the marker lights turned on. I
put LED's into them, and I may do a write up later
about how I did it.

A look inside the caboose's cupola detailed interior.

Shattock Barn Turnout Replacement Project
by Rich Croll

The old turnout has been removed and grading done
for the new ties. Note the length of the new turnout on
top of the mainline. This is all one unit!
The stove shown above is actually an ash tray. They
can sometimes be found on Ebay if you need to have
one.

Looking down from the Shattock Barn, the new ties are
put in place and the straight stock rail is screwed down.

This photo shows the complexity of the 3-way switch.

Hopper Car Project

As if Rich Croll didn't have enough to do, he has
started on building a 1/8” scale hopper car. The photo
shows the side and end for a USRA hopper car. These
were designed during World War I and many more
were built later. They were very typical coal cars for
eastern railroads but Rich's hopper car will carry the
propane tank for his steamers.
All rails back in place for tracks 1 to 3.

GGLS Life In A Covid-19 World
By Bruce Anderson
Aah…, life before Covid-19 virus. Alas, in the good
old days I’d be preparing coffee and a warm fire for
the Thursday crew.

Here Richard Croll & Walt Oellerich are practicing
social distancing during their work at the track.

Now days I start by wiping down surfaces of our club
house with disinfectants instead of preparing coffee
and picking up donuts. One good thing from this has
been that I really don’t need the donuts.

In this photo, Jo Ann Miller is masked up to prune a
tree adjacent to the Shattock Barn. In this case her
mask is more to avoid pollen & dust rather than Covid19 particles. Many thanks for all your contributions,
Jo Ann!

One very fortunate thing from this has been the return
of John and Shanna from Arizona. Although I haven’t
seen Shanna’s smile yet, I understand she is doing
well. It is GREAT to have John back in the
neighborhood! In this photo, John and myself are
masked and gloved up for close proximity work on a
signal control box. Many thanks to Jo Ann Miller for
taking the photo!

This is what the hillside behind the Shattock Barn
looks like now. Although the brush Jo Ann was
working on appeared green, there was a fair amount of
it that was dead, it was also too close to the Shattock
Barn. I weed whacked the hillside removing potential
fuel as the hillside dries out.

decided to just bring the Climax home and install it
here. With that done now, I’ll probably work on a
couple of other tweaks before returning it to Tilden.
Man am I looking forward to the day when we can
once again see smiles on kids, parents, grandparents,
and club members! Hopefully in this case the light at
the end of the tunnel won’t be an oncoming train!
Someday! :-)

Of course Mel McDonough is in a state of nirvana as
he merrily goes after his pile of timber creating fire
wood to keep us warm on winter days. In places where
social distancing is not an issue, we don’t mask up.

Here, Bill Smith is seen entertaining families with
Thomas, Annie & Clarabel.
To Infinity & Beyond!

Finally, around Christmas I ordered a Keim Steam
Pump for my Climax.
In the "learning from
purchasing a locomotive department," the Climax
worked well on compressed air but none of the three
ways to get water into a hot boiler worked!
I first fixed the hand pump by moving a check valve
that had improperly been located. Secondly I replaced
a non-functional steam injector. Thirdly, Roy Motz
and I had been working on fixing/replacing the steam
pump up until Roy passed away. Alas.
Around Christmas I ordered a new Keim Pump that
arrived as the Covid shelter in place was beginning. I

GGLS LANDSCAPE
by Jo Ann Miller
Because of Shelter-In-Place restrictions on travel,
many members are missing the opportunity to see
some of the pretty plants in bloom right now at the
club facility.
Here are a few photos for your
enjoyment.

The California state poppies are in bloom.

A field of Forget-Me-Nots on the hillside between
GGLS and RVRR on the Heinz Loop.

Solanum Purple Nightshade on the left side of the
entrance driveway.

Sticky Monkey on the Clerici Barn lower hill.
Verbena de la Mina on the left side of the entrance
driveway.

Euphorbia oblongata on the right bank as you walk out
to Heinz Loop.

Soda Springs Signal Bridge Under
Construction

Anyone with further information, please send it to Pat
Young. If I discover more info, it will be passed on in
a future issue of the CallBoy.

Warrisit

Submitted by John Davis

There is railroad construction in progress at Soda
Springs, California. Here are photos of a new signal
bridge at the Soda Springs/Baker Ranch Road crossing.

From the Killamarsh Chronic Eyestrain newsletter
issue 215 somewhere across the pond, editor Mike
Lynskey has a column he named the “warrisit”
competition.
With his kind permission, I include this photo. The
caption reads “OK, so what is it? You can have a wild
guess, or suggest something humorous or enlighten us
with your fantastic knowledge. Try me!”
The answer can be found in the next issue of the
CallBoy.

I don't know where the signal bridge will be located or
the reason for the new bridge.

For Sale
7.5" Southern Pacific #1829 Train
March 16, 2020
Sponsored by Michael & Chris Smith

gondola ...

A complete 7.5" gauge train in 1/8 scale ...

and caboose.

with a 2-6-0 Mogul-type steam locomotive with
Vanderbilt tender, ...

There are many extras included, so be sure to watch
the 10:26 minute YouTube video as there are many
details explained throughout at:
https://youtu.be/RuOj3HUU3MI
Asking $22,500.00
SVLS Christopher Donhost
Please call (916) 208-7295 for more information.

boxcar, ...

For Sale

For Sale

Partially Completed 4-4-0 American
December 3, 2019

1” Gauge Racks
April 3, 2019

Partially completed Little Engines 4-4-0 7.5" gauge
American engine & tender for sale. Locomotive has a
newly rebuilt chassis & copper boiler, runs nice and
has most accessories. As shown the tender has a brass
body.

Asking price is $5,500.
If interested or have questions, contact:
Dave Bradas
Napa, California
94558
dabradas@yahoo.com
(707) 252-7390

I have some racks left over from my 1" days which
originally fit in a trailer. Powder coated and is actually
stackable.
Asking $150.
Mike Davis (209) 402-3090
Prefer email contact at trainmd@gmail.com

